3/21/2016

Cats, Monsters and Detonations at the Park Avenue Armory’s Print Fair - The New York Times

http://nyti.ms/1XTwEAv

ART & DESIGN

|

ART REVIEW

Cats, Monsters and Detonations at the
Park Avenue Armory’s Print Fair
By KEN JOHNSON NOV. 5, 2015

The 89 purveyors of fine art prints gathered at the Park Avenue Armory this
week for the International Fine Art Print Dealers Association Print Fair
collectively offer a vast number of etchings, engravings, lithographs, woodcuts
and other varieties of printmaking, from old masters to young contemporaries.
Here are some notable items.

David Tunick
“The Crucifixion Called the Sword Pommel of Maximilian” (circa 1518)
isn’t one of Albrecht Dürer’s greatest prints, but it’s one of his smallest and
rarest. He engraved this Crucifixion scene on a round gold plate just one and a
half inches in diameter. It is traditionally said that he designed the circular
print for the Holy Roman emperor Maximilian I to fit over the butt end of a
sword.
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From the series “Views of Famous Places in the Sixty-Odd Provinces,”
Utagawa Hiroshige’s richly colored woodblock print “Naruto Whirlpool, Awa
Province” (circa 1855) depicts a wild turbulence of blue waves and a watery
vortex created by tides rushing through a narrow channel in central Japan. It’s
a spectacle that continues to occur there every day.

Frederick Mulder
Rodolphe Bresdin’s “Le Bon Samaritain” (1861) must be one of the
weirdest illustrations ever of that biblical story. A close examination of this
large, technically amazing black-and-white lithograph uncovers all kinds of
little bug-eyed, plant-animal hybrid monsters lurking in the dense forest
surrounding the main scene.

Osborne Samuel
The British artist and architect Cyril Power (1872-1951) was much
admired for his colored linocut prints. One of several of his works presented
here, along with similarly attractive linocuts by his close friend Sybil Andrews,
“The Tube Station” (1932) combines Futurist dynamism, Art Deco elegance
and a lonely urban mood.

Marlborough
This gallery has an excellent solo show of prints by Louise Bourgeois,
including “Male and Female,” a funny diptych portraying a couple of
mysterious, crazy-looking cats.

Paragon
“Snapshots of Julie” (2015), by the British ceramist and Turner Prize
winner Grayson Perry, is a sweetly comical set of six colored woodcuts
representing a fictional character named Julie at different stages of her life,
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beginning as a gawky girl in a working-class town.

Crown Point Press
The German painter Tomma Abts, who lives in England and is another
Turner Prize winner, this year created a suite of four aquatint etchings
composed of stripes, concentric circles, gridded dots and illusory shadows, all
in finely tuned colors. They are coolly understated and optically riveting.

Carl Solway
Peter Halley’s “Explosion” (2015) is one of a set of four large, square
digital prints depicting cartoon blasts in eye-popping, psychedelic colors. It’s a
sly comment on Abstract Expressionism and the cult of spontaneity.
Correction: November 6, 2015
An earlier version of this review described incorrectly a set of four large works by
Peter Halley displayed by the Carl Solway Gallery. They are digital prints, not
screen prints.
The International Fine Art Print Dealers Association Print Fair continues through
Sunday, Nov. 8, at the Park Avenue Armory, Manhattan; ifpda.org/content/printfair.
International Fine Art Print Dealers Association Print Fair
Park Avenue Armory
Park Avenue, at 67th Street
Through Sunday
A version of this review appears in print on November 6, 2015, on page C28 of the New York
edition with the headline: Cats, Monsters and Detonations.
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